TAHC&H Home Care & Hospice Legislative Advocacy Kit
Kit Contents
Utilize the talking points, Medicaid data, TAHC&H flyers and position papers, example letters, and resource links to prepare and facilitate your advocacy efforts to legislators with your employees and patients. 

Contact TAHC&H if you need additional information or have questions and let’s put “Advocacy In Action” for calling on state legislators to protect state home care program funding!

* Urgent Call to Action on Budget Cutting Actions by Budget Writing Subcommittees
* Specific and General Talking Points

* Medicaid Enrollment Data by County and Statewide

* TAHC&H Budget Cuts Flyer and Legislative Advocacy Position Papers
* Representative and Senator’s names and Contact Information

* Letter Writing and Telephone Campaign for Your Agency Leadership, Employees and Clients
                                   - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Urgent Call to Action Needed
House and Senate Subcommittees Budget Cuts Mark Up of Home Care Programs

Cuts are unacceptable, Will Close providers, Drive 150,000 clients to hospitals and nursing homes
1) Make personal calls to members of the House Appropriations Committee, Senate Finance Committee and to legislators representing your service area(s)

2) Encourage telephone calls by your employees to their legislators’ offices and encourage other home care agencies you know in your area to do the same  (see list of legislators and links below)
3)  Encourage your patients and clients to make calls and/or write letters to their   

Legislators (see list of legislators and links to sample letters below). 

Latest Actions Taken by Budget Writers

2/24/11 House Appropriations Subcommittee on Article II
Reduced CBA Personal attendant services rate to equate with PHC attendant service rate: $ 12.73 per hour down to $11.44 per hour = $ 28 million GR / $ 66 million all funds
Senate Finance Subcommittee- action on home care funding likely week of 2/28/11
Specific Talking Points- Immediate Action Needed- Next Budget Meetings start Monday 2/28 
* To House Appropriations Subcommittee members and full committee: oppose cuts to home care 
   including the proposal to cut CBA attendant service rate to PHC attendant rate level
   - CBA patients have higher nursing facility level conditions requiring higher skilled and cost 

     attendant personnel
   - Include state funding to home care providers for the cost of Electronic Visit Verification 
     (EVV) equipment and training for use by home care attendants
* To Senate Finance Subcommittee on Medicaid and Full Senate Finance Committee
   - Oppose cuts to acute and community home care programs 
General Budget Cuts Talking Points and Background Information
* Home care is a cost containment budget strategy that should be fully funded. More than 150,000 
  Texans are served by home care giving them the choice to receive their long term care services in the 
  community at a fraction of the cost of nursing facilities and hospital emergency rooms. 

.
* The 10% + cuts in the budget bill will put home care providers out of business, not allowing them to 

  even pay minimum wage, force layoffs, and drive 150,000 Texans into costly emergency rooms 
  and nursing facilities!!
* Seniors living in Texas age 65 + will rise from 2.5 million in 2010 to 3.7 million by 2020. A majority of 
  this population suffers from one or more chronic conditions placing them at risk of institutional 
  admission or hospitalization.
* Home care programs for the elderly and disabled, Medicaid home health and private duty  

  nursing/therapies for children save money for the state by postponing, reducing, and avoiding 
  emergency room and hospitalization;

* Home care agencies are severely under-funded now based on audited cost reports and funding    methodology;

* The State’s home care programs receive a 58% matching rate from federal money to provide care to       thousands of children and seniors”

Home Care Services are the Cost Containment Solution for the
 Rising Medicaid Eligible Population!!
Employee, Constituent and Service Population Data
* Inform your legislators how many of their constituents by county your agency serves and the number of 

  employees your company sustains in their districts.
Click Here for map of state senatorial districts and counties
Click Here for map of state representative districts and counties

TAHC&H Budget Cuts Flyer and Legislative Advocacy Position Papers
Utilize the Budget Cuts flyer and DADS budget cuts proposals as resources for talking with your legislators and/or their staff. Describe your clients’ disabilities, personnel required to conduct services and funding needed to keep your home care services operational and your clients out of hospital rooms and nursing facilities.
Budget Cuts Flyer with Program Descriptions: Click Here
DADS Budget Cuts Proposals: Click Here
Provider Rates Community Care: Click Here
Provider Rates- CCP, PDN, MHH: Click Here
Diversion Cost Saving Measures: Click Here
Telemonitoring Cost Saving Program: Click Here
Streamlining Cost Saving Measures: Click Here
Representative and Senator’s names and Contact Information
To determine your legislator by your zip code: Click Here
Texas House and Senate Budget Committees 

	House Committee on Appropriations (C030)
	Clerk: Amy Peterson

	Legislature: 82(R) - 2011
	Phone: (512) 463-1091

	Appointment Date: 1/24/2011 
	Room: EXT E1.032 


* Subcommittee on Article II Members (focus calls to these members and your legislators)
	Position
	Member

	Chair:
	Rep. Jim Pitts (512) 463-0516 / (972) 938-9392

	Vice Chair:
	Rep. Sylvester Turner (512) 463-0554 / (713) 683-6363

	Members:
	Rep. Jimmie Don Aycock (512) 463-0684 / (254) 690-1752

	
	Rep. Angie Chen Button (512) 463-0486 / (972) 234-8980

	                  *
	Rep. Warren Chisum (512) 463-0736 /  (806) 665-3552

	
	Rep. Myra Crownover (512) 463-0582 / (940) 321-0013

	
	Rep. Drew Darby (512) 463-0331 / (325) 658-7313

	                  *
	Rep. Dawnna Dukes  (512) 463-0506 /  (512) 463-0506

	*                   
	Rep. Craig Eiland   (512) 463-0502 /  (409) 763-3260

	
	Rep. Helen Giddings (512) 463-0953 / (972) 224-6795

	
	Rep. Lance Gooden (512) 463-0458

	
	Rep. Scott Hochberg (512) 463-0492 / (832) 252-7336

	
	Rep. Eric Johnson (512) 463-0586 / (214) 565-5663

	*
	Rep. Susan King   (512) 463-0718 /   (866) 463-0718

	
	Rep. Dee Margo (512) 463-0728

	
	Rep. Armando Martinez (512) 463-0530 / (956) 447-9473

	
	Rep. Ruth Jones McClendon (512) 463-0708 / (210) 225-2107

	
	Rep. Doug Miller (512) 463-0325 / (830) 625-1313

	
	Rep. Geanie Morrison (512) 463-0456 / (361) 572-0196

	
	Rep. John Otto (512) 463-0570 / (936) 258-8135

	
	Rep. Diane Patrick (512) 463-0624 / (817) 548-9091

	
	Rep. Debbie Riddle (512) 463-0572 / (281) 537-5252

	*
	Rep. Charles Schwertner (512) 463-0309

	
	Rep. Mark Shelton (512) 463-0608 / (817) 927-0061

	
	Rep. Raul Torres (512) 463-0484 

	
	Rep. Mike Villarreal (512) 463-0532 / (210) 734-8937

	*
	Rep. John Zerwas (512) 463-0657 /  (281) 533-9042


  

	Senate Committee on Finance (C540)
	Clerk: Stephanie Hoover

	Legislature: 82(R) - 2011
	Phone: (512) 463-0370

	Appointment Date: 1/19/2011 
	Room: EXT E1.038 


	Position
	Member

	Chair:
	Sen. Steve Ogden  (512) 463-0105 /  (512) 828-5224

	 Vice Chair:
	Sen. Juan Hinojosa (512) 463-0120 /  (956) 972-1841

	Members:
*       
	Sen. Deuell      (512) 463-0102 /   (972) 279-1800

	
	Sen. Robert Duncan (512) 463-0128 / (806) 762-1122

	                  *
	Sen. Kevin Eltife    (512) 463-0130 /  (903) 596-9122

	
	Sen. Craig Estes (512) 463-0130 / (940) 689-0191

	
	Sen. Eddie Lucio, Jr. (512) 463-0127 / (956) 548-0227

	                  *
	Sen. Jane Nelson   (512) 463-0112 /  (817) 424-3446

	
	Sen. Dan Patrick (512) 463-0107 / (713) 464-0282

	
	Sen. Kel Seliger (512) 463-0131 / (806) 374-8994

	
	Sen. Florence Shapiro (512) 463-0108 / (972) 403-3404

	
	Sen. Royce West (512) 463-0123 / (214) 467-0123

	                  *
	Sen. John Whitmire  (512) 463-0115 /  (713) 864-8701

	                  *
	Sen. Tommy Williams (512) 463-0104 /  (281) 364-9426

	                  *
	Sen. Judith Zaffirini   (512) 463-0121 /  (956) 722-2293


* Subcommittee on Medicaid Members (focus 

   calls to these members and your legislators)

Texas House of Representatives Members
* click on the name of your legislators to link to their home page and contact information
	  Aliseda 
	  Elkins 
	  Kleinschmidt 
	  Pickett 

	  Allen 
	  Farias 
	  Kolkhorst 
	  Pitts 

	  Alonzo 
	  Farrar 
	  Kuempel 
	  Price 

	  Alvarado 
	  Fletcher 
	  Landtroop 
	  Quintanilla 

	  Anchia 
	  Flynn 
	  Larson 
	  Raymond 

	  Anderson, Charles "Doc" 
	  Frullo 
	  Laubenberg 
	  Reynolds 

	  Anderson, Rodney 
	  Gallego 
	  Lavender 
	  Riddle 

	  Aycock 
	  Garza 
	  Legler 
	  Ritter 

	  Beck 
	  Geren 
	  Lewis 
	  Rodriguez, Eddie 

	  Berman 
	  Giddings 
	  Lozano 
	  Schwertner 

	  Bohac 
	  Gonzales, Larry 
	  Lucio III 
	  Scott 

	  Bonnen 
	  Gonzales, Veronica 
	  Lyne 
	  Sheets 

	  Branch 
	  Gonzalez, Naomi 
	  Madden 
	  Sheffield 

	  Brown 
	  Gooden 
	  Mallory Caraway 
	  Shelton 

	  Burkett 
	  Guillen 
	  Margo 
	  Simpson 

	  Burnam 
	  Gutierrez 
	  Marquez 
	  Smith, Todd 

	  Button 
	  Hamilton 
	  Martinez Fischer 
	  Smith, Wayne 

	  Cain 
	  Hancock 
	  Martinez, "Mando" 
	  Smithee 

	  Callegari 
	  Hardcastle 
	  McClendon 
	  Solomons 

	  Carter 
	  Harless 
	  Menendez 
	  Strama 

	  Castro 
	  Harper-Brown 
	  Miles 
	  Straus 

	  Chisum 
	  Hartnett 
	  Miller, Doug 
	  Taylor, Larry 

	  Christian 
	  Hernandez Luna 
	  Miller, Sid 
	  Taylor, Van 

	  Coleman 
	  Hilderbran 
	  Morrison 
	  Thompson 

	  Cook 
	  Hochberg 
	  Munoz, Jr. 
	  Torres 

	  Craddick 
	  Hopson 
	  Murphy 
	  Truitt 

	  Creighton 
	  Howard, Charlie 
	  Naishtat 
	  Turner 

	  Crownover 
	  Howard, Donna 
	  Nash 
	  Veasey 

	  Darby 
	  Huberty 
	  Oliveira 
	  Villarreal 

	  Davis, John 
	  Hughes 
	  Orr 
	  Vo 

	  Davis, Sarah 
	  Hunter 
	  Otto 
	  Walle 

	  Davis, Yvonne 
	  Isaac 
	  Parker 
	  Weber 

	  Deshotel 
	  Jackson, Jim 
	  Patrick, Diane 
	  White 

	  Driver 
	  Johnson 
	  Paxton 
	  Woolley 

	  Dukes 
	  Keffer 
	  Pena 
	  Workman 

	  Dutton 
	  King, Phil 
	  Perry 
	  Zedler 

	  Eiland 
	  King, Susan 
	  Phillips 
	  Zerwas 

	  Eissler 
	  King, Tracy O. 
	
	


Texas Senate Member Links

	  Birdwell 
	  Estes 
	  Lucio 
	  Uresti 

	  Carona 
	  Fraser 
	  Nelson 
	  Van de Putte 

	  Davis 
	  Gallegos 
	  Nichols 
	  Watson 

	  Deuell 
	  Harris 
	  Ogden 
	  Wentworth 

	  Dewhurst 
	  Hegar 
	  Patrick 
	  West 

	  Duncan 
	  Hinojosa 
	  Rodriguez 
	  Whitmire 

	  Ellis 
	  Huffman 
	  Seliger 
	  Williams 

	  Eltife 
	  Jackson 
	  Shapiro 
	  Zaffirini 


Letter Writing and Telephone Campaign for Your Agency Leadership, Employees and Clients
* Initiate a letter writing project through field staff with your patients by informing them of the possibility of losing their home care services and seeing if they would like to write to their legislators. Encourage them to hand write a letter using these as examples or customize one or more of these sample letters to describe the specific program/services your patients receive. Utilize your patients’ zip code(s) and the link in this Advocacy Kit to determine their Representative and Senator and cut and paste the contents to customize the addressee accordingly.

* If telephoning legislators is preferred utilize the links in this kit for locating legislators phone numbers by constituent zip code or encourage your employees and patients to call the capitol switchboard with their zip code handy to be connected to the legislators’ offices: (512) 463-4630 or (512) 463-0845

Capitol addresses:

The Honorable Rick Perry

Governor’s office

P.O. Box 12428

Austin, Tx. 78711

Dear Governor Perry:

The Honorable David Dewhurst

Lt. Governor’s office

P.O. Box 12068

Austin, Tx. 78711

Dear Lt. Governor Dewhurst:

The Honorable (full name)

Texas Senate
P.O. Box 12068- Capitol Station

Austin, Tx. 78711

Dear Senator __________:

The Honorable (full name)

Texas house of Representatives

P.O. Box 2910

Austin, Tx. 78768-2910

Dear Representative _______:
Sample Provider Letter to Legislators- edit to tailor to specific program
Dear Representative/Senator_________________:
I am _______________ of ______________ home care located in _________ Texas. I am writing to 

urge you to oppose cuts to ______, _____, ____ programs that my company operates in ______ and  

_____ counties. We are doing tremendous work keeping our patients healthy to continue living 

independently and out of costly hospital emergency rooms and nursing facilities. 
However our operations are being run as efficiently as possible with the reimbursement rate levels we are authorized for our services. Our costs are severely under-funded now based on our audited cost reports and HHSC funding methodology. We can not tolerate further cuts and continue to stay in business. The level of cuts proposed in the budget bill would not allow us to even pay our attendants minimum wage. Our operations would cease to exist and our patients will be driven to nursing homes and hospitals for their care needs.

I urge you to oppose cuts to all home care programs. We are the cost containment solution to the long term and acute care needs of elderly, disabled, and medically fragile children and adults living in or state.

This population is growing rapidly and without adequately funded home care servies costs to the state will multiply from institutionalization and hospital stays.

I invite you to visit our agency and to go on a home visit so you can see the good work we are doing to keep our elderly, disabled and medically fragile child and adult patients living with their families and independently in the community. I would be happy to review our programs with you by phone. Please contact me if you would like additional information about what home care does for your constituents and how our services contain costs in the Medicaid program.
Sincerely,

(home care leader)
Sample Patient / Client Letters- edit to tailor to specific program
Dear Representative/Senator _____________

I am writing to urge you to oppose cuts to my community based alternative attendant services. My health is poor and I am elderly and could already be in a nursing home but for the help I get at home. I would be in a nursing home but I have chosen and am able to receive home care services. The support I get each week allows me to live at home around my family without having to worry about being moved to the nursing home or go to the emergency room when I don’t feel well.

I want to stay living in my home and around my family. The nursing services and support equipment placed in my home allow me to live here even though my doctor says I would have to go to the nursing home if my home care nurse was no longer available. 

My doctor has said that my medical condition allows me to receive the services I need at home. Please don’t take these services away to solve the state budget. I do not want to be placed in a nursing home if my nurse is not able to help me during the week.

Sincerely,

(CBA patient)

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - 

Dear Representative/Senator _____________

I am writing to urge you to oppose cuts to my primary home care services. The home care services I receive each week allow me to continue to live in my home without having to worry about being moved to a nursing facility or go to the emergency room for my health care needs.

I am not a rich person but I do want to stay living in my home and around my family. The primary home care services I receive allow me to live in my home even though my income is less than Supplemental Security Income and my medical condition doesn’t allow me to do all the things around my house on my own to keep things in order. 

My doctor has said that my medical condition allows me to receive the home care that has helped me so much to stay out of the nursing home and live independently. Please don’t take these services away to solve the state budget. I do not want to be placed in a nursing home if my attendant is not able to help me during the week.

Sincerely,

(primary home care client)

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - -- - - - -- - - - - - --  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Dear Representative/Senator _____________

I am writing to urge you to oppose cuts to my child’s Health Steps Comprehensive Care Program nursing and therapy services. The nursing and therapy services we receive each week allows our family to stay together and keeps my child from having to be cared for in the hospital or intensive care unit. These home care services have improved our child’s abilities and medical condition and have given our family the support we need to keep our home and meet our monthly bills. 

We are not wealthy people but we do want our child to be able to live at home and around our family. The comprehensive care program services we receive have done so much to improve our quality of life and keep our special needs child with us at home.

Please don’t take these nursing and therapy services away to solve the state budget. We would not be able to keep our child at home with us if this program goes away.

Sincerely,

(Parent of CCP patient)

